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Welcome and Farewell 

Editor: Christiane Litman ciom.news@gmail.com 840383 

The editor is happy to publish articles and photographs from contributors but they do 
not necessarily represent the views of the Editor or the Cathedral.  

Please submit articles for consideration by the 25th of each month. 

We bid a fond, though hopefully temporary,  

farewell to our intern Anne Njeri. She has    

returned to Nairobi, Kenya, in order to           

re-apply for her visa and we look forward to 

welcoming her back to the Cathedral soon. In 

the meantime, she will certainly be missed. 

We welcome Rev Ian Faulds as the Dean’s Vicar for 

Peel and the Cathedral Precentor. Ian was installed 

on 9th March in front of a full Cathedral. Music  

chosen included Stanford in C and, on Ian’s           

request, Wesley’s Blessed be the God and Father. 

The Solo was sung by Headchorister Peter         

Boussougou. Ian will be looking after the Parish of 

Peel and other responsibilities, which were lined 

out in a previous issue of the Cathedral News. 

Dr Litman is pleased to announce that we have received endowment of a boy   

chorister, in perpetuity, from the Kirkpatrick family. This entitles the chosen boy 

chorister to weekly professional singing lessons.    

             Dr Peter Litman 

             Director of Music 

Cover photo courtesy of Two Fat Men with their Cameras 

mailto:c.litman82@gmail.com


Holy Week and Easter Services 

Palm Sunday 

Procession    10.00        Old Cathedral 

Eucharist     10.30        Cathedral  

Choral Evensong   15.30  Cathedral 

 

Monday 

Chrism Mass with Bishop Robert 12.00 Cathedral 

 

Tuesday 

Compline and Benediction with musical reflection: Tenebrae by Couperin 

18.30 Cathedral 

 

  Wednesday    

Said Eucharist (BCP) 9.30  Cathedral 

Seder Meal   18.30 Corrin Hall Annex 

 

Thursday 

Maundy Thursday Choral Eucharist with Watch 18.30 Cathedral 

 

Friday 

Ecumenical service at Peel Methodist Church 10.30 

Last Hour at the Cross (Cathedral Choristers) 14.00 Cathedral 

 

Saturday 

Vigil 20.00 Cathedral 

 

Easter Sunday 

Eucharist (BCP)  8.30  Cathedral 

Easter Fire Eucharist and Baptism with Bishop Robert   10.30 Cathedral 



The Cathedral Quarter Trust £10M Fundraising Campaign 
 

Post Easter I will be taking on the new role of Fundraising Campaign Manager for 
The Cathedral Quarter Trust £10M appeal.  My role is not that of fundraiser                   
(although there will be an element of this involved in applying for grants) but 
more one of Manager, therefore I will be responsible for organising meetings 
and taking notes, arranging information events and nudging the Trustees and 
members of the Executive Committee to ensure they have carried out the things 
asked of them.  I will also be out and about meeting people. 

 

Preparation for this new role included attending a very beneficial two day course 
in London at the end of February which was run by Compton Fundraising     
Consultants.  There were three others on the course, including one person from 
a charity that was starting with an appeal for £1/2M with a view to eventually 
launching a £100M appeal! The course covered all aspects of a Fundraising   
Campaign Manager’s role and I have been very fortunate in that, over the last 
few months, I have been able to work alongside Amy Stevens from Compton 
Fundraising Consultants who have been assisting the Cathedral Quarter Trust 
with the appeal - Amy has been fantastic and her hard work is starting to reap  
rewards. She will also be my mentor when I start this new role.  

 

Having been a member of BAGS (Business Advisory Group) for a couple of years 
and a Trustee of The Cathedral Quarter Trust has also given me a great insight 
into the overall project. The Dean and I have regularly spent one day a week 
looking at grant applications and getting a lot of background information          
together for these. 

 

With taking on this role, I can no longer be Cathedral Administrator or PA to the 
Dean.  Where possible, Cathedral administration has been passed to the          
relevant departments (when I started doing admin we did not have Director of 
Music/Community Music Outreach Worker, Children and Family Worker or   
Vicar for Peel).  Helen Parry has kindly agreed to act as PA to the Dean – please 
note that Helen will assist the Dean only, she will not deal with anything relating 
to the Cathedral (Helen is also involved with finance and hospitality).  Anything 
to do with the Cathedral Fundraising Campaign for the Dean I will organise as 
part of my role. 

 

I will no longer be able to be seen as ‘the source of all knowledge’ and will not 
be able to answer non Campaign queries when I am working, so on the follow-
ing page you will find a few pointers to people who will be able to help you/
point you in the right direction. 

 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my role as Cathedral Administrator and PA to the 
Dean over the last 4 years and look forward to working alongside the Dean and 
others in my new role.          

              Val Garrett 



You need some tables from the hall  

or toilet rolls/paper hand towels                                      Tim Asbridge 

Booking the Corrin Hall                                                     Mrs Moira Hall tel 401435 

Booking the Cathedral                                                       Val Garrett tel 316001 

Query re liturgy including readings for Sunday:          Rev Ian Faulds 

Need to give apologies for LCC                                       LCC secretary 

Need to give apologies for PCC                                       PCC secretary 

Query about music                                                             Dr Peter Litman 

Query re Baptism                                                                Ruth Walker (C&FW) 

Query re Funerals or Weddings                                       Rev Ian Faulds 

Project plans                                                                         Jacqui Turner  

Dates for diary in magazine      Christiane Litman 

 

Updated administration contacts 

 

 

 

The Worship Together  

Service held in the Corrin 

Hall on 16th March saw 

the creation of  a World 

map, formed out of  the 

hand prints of  the         

congregation. 



Mothers’ Union 

Robert Dawes from the Worldwide Department  of Mothers’ Union, Sumner 

House, is visiting the island on Friday, 11th April, to inform us about the        

Mothers’ Union project in Malawi, which many of us supported last year. He will 

also talk about how the £40,000 contribution the government has made towards 

a Mothers’ Union mobilization programme in Uganda will be used. We are all 

welcome to attend the presentation and the lunch beforehand, at St Ninian’s 

Church at 12 noon (or, if you can’t make the lunch, for the presentation itself at 

about 1pm). 

            Lynne Heath 

 

Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Coffee morning  

 

Children’s and Babies’ 

Clothes Fair 

 

Lesley and Anne were 

welcomed into the  

Mothers’ Union. 



Favourite Hymns— Breathe on me, Breath of God 
We all have a concept of personal space. The distance that we prefer to be from         
another depends on the culture we live in, our upbringing and, of course, who that 
person is.  It can be very disconcerting chatting to someone, whose natural tendency is 
to be closer than we are comfortable with.  So the idea of being breathed on makes us 
squirm, unless there is a very close and loving relationship with that person.  

Why then do we sing Edwin Hatch's hymn 'Breathe on me, breath of God'?  For a non-
churchgoer it must be mystifying and some would cringe.  To anyone not familiar with 
the Bible passages that inspired it (see Genesis 2:7 and Ezekiel 37:9), it may seem        
peculiar and upsetting. 

Edwin Hatch (1835-89) was an Anglican priest, who came from a non-conformist home 
in Derby.  As a student at Oxford, he was a dominant member of the young set which 
later developed into the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, including William Morris and  
Edward Burne-Jones.  Judging by the various articles he contributed to artistic and     
literary magazines, he was all set to follow them into a Bohemian lifestyle.  But      
somehow God intervened.  Hatch changed course, was ordained, and served initially 
as a priest in a poor parish in the East End of London.  Later he had academic positions 
in Toronto before returning to Oxford and becoming a lecturer in Ecclesiastical        
History. 

In spite of his academic brilliance, he was respected for having a 
deep and simple faith.  We can see that through this hymn, which 
expresses the concept of God's spirit filling our souls and           
enlightening our thoughts and actions.  'Breath' and 'spirit' are 
conveyed by the same word in Latin and this is also the case in 
Greek, so when in the Genesis story God creates Adam, it is by 
God 'breathing' on him that Adam comes to life. 

Edwin Hatch's output of hymns was limited.  He had several          
academic publications, but only one slim volume of hymns 
('Towards Fields of Light') that was published after his death.  Of 
those few hymns, only 'Breathe on me, Breath of God' continues 
to be sung regularly.  Unusually, although this is a favourite hymn, 

no particular tune has been universally associated with it.  Perhaps the most frequently 
used now is 'Carlisle' by Charles Lockhart (1745-1815), but some hymn books set 
'Trentham' by Robert Jackson (1842-1914), of which Donald Webster was decidedly 
sniffy: “One might conclude from [this tune] and the way it is sung that the breath of 
God was an anaesthetic, not a 'Giver of Life'”.    

What happened to Edwin Hatch to redirect him at Oxford was that 'God breathed on 
him', changing the whole course of his life.  But, to continue the simile, he had to be 
standing close enough to God to be breathed on.  If we insist on preserving our own 
personal space to the extent that we keep spiritual matters at arms length, we will not 
be close enough to God for his spirit to pervade our lives.  We may find it more      
comfortable to dodge God's challenges, but our lives will be the poorer. 

This is really a Whitsuntide hymn, but, without the preceding Easter and Ascension, 
there could not have been a gift of the Holy Spirit at Whitsuntide.  So let us use the 
contemplative period of Lent, as we near Easter, to approach closer to God and allow 
his Spirit to breathe on us . . .  fill us with life anew . . . until our hearts are pure . . . and 
our earthly life glows with his fire divine.     

              Don Roworth 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 6th April 

    Regular Sunday Services 

Wed 9   Lent Lunch     12.15  Corrin Hall 

Thur 10   Cathedral Connect Group  19.00  No.20, Derby Road 

     (Lent study group, meal provided) 

 

Sunday 13th April—Palm Sunday 

    Regular Sunday Services 

    Palm Sunday Procession   10.00  Old Cathedral 

Mon 14   Chrism Mass     12.00  Cathedral 

    Mothers’ Union meeting  19.30  Deanery 

    Speaker: Mrs Jane Cretney, National Memorial Arboretum 

Tues 15   Compline with Benediction 18.30  Cathedral 

Wed 16   Said Eucharist (BCP)   09.30  Cathedral 

    Lent Lunch     12.15  Corrin Hall 

    Seder Meal     18.30  Annex 

Thurs 17   Choral Eucharist with Watch 18.30  Cathedral 

Fri 18   Ecumenical Service   10.30  Peel Methodist Church 

    Last Hour at the Cross  14.00  Cathedral 

Sat 19   Vigil      20.00  Cathedral 

 

Sunday 20th April—Easter Sunday 

    Eucharist (BCP)    08.30  Cathedral 

    Easter Fire Eucharist and   10.30  Cathedral 

    Baptism with Bishop Robert 

Mon 21   Car Boot Sale   11.00-14.00  Corrin Hall 

 

Sunday 27th April 

    Regular Sunday Services  

Mon 28   Mothers’ Union meeting   19.30  Deanery 

    Speaker: Liam O’Neill talks about Archibald Knox 
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Regular Events and Services 
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Youth Groups: 

1st Saturday of every month  16.00-18.00      Messy Church  Corrin Hall 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every month    10.30  Caterpillar Club   Corrin Hall 

Every Wednesday    18.30 - 19.30pm  The Voice   Corrin Hall 

Every Friday      20.00 - 22.00      Revolution   Corrin Hall  

Regular Services: 

Sunday      08.30   BCP Eucharist 

       10.30   CW Eucharist 

       15.30   Choral Evensong (term-time) 

          or Said Evening Prayer (holidays) 

Wednesday     09.30   BCP Eucharist 

Monday– Friday    09.00   Morning Prayer 

Monday– Saturday   17.30   Evening Prayer 

The Cathedral is open daily between 09.00 and 18.00. 

The Manx Passion - Performance Dates 

 

Palm Sunday 13th        2pm     Creation, Nativity & Passion       Rushen Abbey 

Monday 14th         6.30pm  Creation                        Mooragh Park, Ramsey 

Tues 15th                  6.30pm  Nativity                 St John the Baptist, Tynwald 

Wed 16th                   6.30pm  Creation                          King William’s College 

Thursday 17th             6.30pm  Nativity                                         Kirk Maughold 

Good Friday 18th         Noon    The Passion                                       Peel Castle 

Good Friday 18th         6pm     The Passion                      St Anthony’s, Onchan 

 



Your Vicar’s Rights and Responsibilities 
Members of the Western Mission Partnership met for an evening in March to 
hear about “Common Tenure and Terms of Service” and to consider their       
significance.  The evening was led by Andrew Swithinbank and Archdeacon    
Andie Brown.  Andrew has been working with the Diocese on rolling out the 
new procedures. 

The heart of the matter is legislation concerning the rights and responsibilities 
of clergy.  In 2009, a law was passed in England called “Ecclesiastical Offices 
(Terms of Service) Measure 2009” which brought in new Clergy Terms of Service.  
The equivalent “Ecclesiastical Offices (Terms of Service) Measure (Isle of Man) 
2012” came into effect in January 2013, so “Common Tenure” and the related 
processes now apply to all active clergy in this Diocese. 

The Church of England introduces the purpose of this new legislation as “…an 
historic opportunity for the Church to clarify the rights and responsibilities of 
clergy and improve their terms and conditions in line with best current         
practice.”  Hitherto clergy did not have the entitlements given to most             
employees; also, a number of older clergy posts were freehold, meaning that 
clergy in post could remain for as long as they wished without accountability for 
their performance or condition. 

 

So what are the new provisions?  Here are some of the main rights: 

 a Statement of Particulars detailing rights and obligations of a post, to be 
provided to the office holder within one month of starting 

 at least the National Minimum Stipend for full time stipendiary clergy 

 a minimum of 36 days’ annual leave and one day off per week 

 entitlement to seek redress for grievances  

 right to appeal to Employment Tribunal if removed from office following   
capability procedure 

A person can be removed from office only following: 

 a decision to remove from office under the capability procedure 

 pastoral reorganisation 

 reaching retirement age 

 disciplinary proceedings  

 

The purpose of the Capability Procedure is improvement, as opposed to penalty.  
It provides a process for office holders whose performance falls below an         
acceptable minimum standard to improve, in cases where the problems are not 
disciplinary in nature. 

Provision of Continuing Ministerial Education (ongoing professional develop-
ment) is now required.  It has been delivered in many dioceses for many years; 
now it is a duty of a Bishop to ensure that it is provided and office holders are  
required to participate in appropriate training.  It had been introduced in this  
Diocese by Bishop Robert in 2009 and is known here as Continuing Ministerial 
Development (CMD). 



Views from the Western Mission Partnership 
Alongside development is review.  A Bishop now has a duty to set up and keep 
under appraisal a scheme for review of ministerial development (MDR) and     
office holders are all required to participate.  Office holders can be required by 
the Bishop to participate in specific CMD following MDR. 

 

Views from the Western Mission Partnership  

The March conversations among members of the Western Mission Partnership 
on the implications of the new terms showed positive motivation and produced 
constructive suggestions.  Here are some of them: 

 see that clergy are trained to delegate and manage, rather than doing      
everything themselves 

 secure support for and training of other key people in the church           
community 

 identify the gifts of the congregation and encourage their use 

 stop and think whether a task really needs to be done by the vicar – or can 
someone else do it 

 share meals and services across the Mission Partnership area 

 share the strengths and compensate for the weaknesses within the MP area. 

 

More information on the legislation and associated  processes is available on the 
Church of England website http://bit.ly/CommonTenure.  Details of the Manx 
legislation http://bit.ly/ManxCommonTenure 

               Gill Poole 
 

http://bit.ly/CommonTenure
http://bit.ly/ManxCommonTenure


Notices 

Guest Conductor: Dr Peter Litman 

St German’s Cathedral Choir Parents’ Association 

On the 23rd March, the Choir Parents’ Association was formed.             

Mrs Wendy Boussougou was elected as Chair and Mrs Christiane Litman is 

going to act as Secretary and Treasurer. The Association will also be     

represented on the Music Trust by Mrs Sara Nash. Amongst other tasks, 

the Association will work on fundraising opportunities to support       

Chorister trips and events. 



Notices 

VOLUNTEER SERVICES AT NOBLE’S HOSPITAL 

Following media reports recently (and on the instigation of Caroline McGowan) I 

have been in touch with Alison Lester, Volunteer service Manager at Noble’s. 

She has informed me that more volunteer Dining Companions would be a great 

asset to both patients and staff.  The duty involves assisting staff over mealtimes, 

12.30 – 1.30 and 5.00 – 6.00. Training is given and DBS and occupational health 

checks are required (at no cost). I have a copy of the role description should    

anyone require it – I hope some of you will!  

They are also presently short of Travelling Companions to accompany those      

attending outpatient clinics in UK. Parking and meal allowances are provided, 

and again there would be training and checks. 

These are very rewarding ways in which we can show our care in the community. 

Please contact me or Alison (650000) if you feel you would like further details.         

I know she will be delighted to hear from you. 

               Helen Parry 

Plant Sale  
Please note changes! 

A plant sale will take place at The Deanery,                  

Albany Road,Peel 

on Saturday, 26
th

 April from 10.00am-4.00pm. 

 Plants may be donated to the sale on the day 

or can be passed on to Vivien Roworth              

beforehand at 9 Peveril Terrace, Peel. 

If you would like any further information please 

contact Vivien Roworth on 

840457 or vivien.roworth@mcb.net.   

Refreshments will also be available. 

All profits are in aid of the proposed Cathedral 

gardens. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

CAR BOOT SALE 

Instead of the Annual Easter Monday Antiques Fair, there will be a 

Car Boot Sale between 11am and 2pm. If you would like a table 

(£6) or are able to help in any way, please contact Val Garrett. 



From the Registers 

      

   

      

   

 

 

 

Baptisms 

Isla Jennifer Mulholland 

Baptised 30th March 

Please remember Isla and her family in your prayers.  

 



Who’s who?  

St German’s Cathedral Chapter  

The Very Revd. Nigel Godfrey 

(Dean of St German’s Cathedral. 

Vicar of  Parish of the West Coast serving Dalby, Kirk Michael, Patrick, Peel and St John’s) 

The Ven. Andie Brown (Archdeacon of the Isle of Man)  

Revd Canon Jules Gomes (The Canon of St Patrick, Canon Theologian) 

Revd Canon Ian Brady (Canon of St German, Canon Evangelist) 

Revd. Canon Philip Frear (The Canon of St Maughold) 

Vacant  (The Canon of St Columba)        

 

Cathedral Clergy 

Cathedral Precentor and Vicar for Peel: Revd Ian Faulds 

Bishop’s Chaplain and  minor canon: Revd. Margaret Burrow 

Cathedral Curate: Revd. James McGowan 

 

Cathedral Staffing 

 PA to the Dean: Helen Parry 

 Email: dean@cathedral.im  

 

Cathedral Fundraising Campaign: Val Garrett 

Email: campaign@cathedral.im 

  

Cathedral Verger/premises:  Tim Asbridge 

 Tel: 07624 401435 

 Email: tim@prizbiz.com 

  

Safeguarding Coordinator:  Christiane Litman 

 Tel: 01624 840383 

 Email: safe.stgermans@gmail.com 

Children and Families Worker: Ruth Walker           

Tel.: 07624 335203               

Email: childrenandfamilies@cathedral.im                                                                                               

  
 Organist & Director of Music: Dr Peter Litman 

 Tel: 07624 226356 

 Email: music@cathedral.im   

 
Please view the Cathedral website for further information:  www.cathedral.im  

mailto:tim@prizbiz.com
mailto:safe.stgermans@gmail.com
mailto:cathedralorganist@manx.net
http://www.peelcathedral.im


  


